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Mous-o-neeg, the Martens called together the different
clans of the tribe to council, and called on them for help
and protection. A general league was made between the
different totems, and it was determined that the men of
the obnoxious and quarrelsome family of the Moose badge
should be exterminated.

“The plan for their sudden and total destruction was
agreed upon, and a council lodge was ordered to be built,
which was made narrow and just long enough to admit all
the warriors of the Mous-o-neeg. The poles of this lodge
were planted firmly and deep in the ground, and close
together, and lapping over the top they were strongly
twisted and fastened together. Over this frame were tied
lengthways, and worked in like wicker-work, other green
poles, and so close together that a man’s hand ecould
scarcely pass through any part of the frame, so close and
strong was it constructed. Over this frame, and from the
inside, leaving but a long narrow aperture in the top, was
fastened a thick covering and lining of dried grass.

“ When this lodge had been completed, runners were
sent to the village of the Moose Totem family, and all their
chiefs and warriors solemnly invited to a national council
and feast. This summons was made in such a manner that
they could not refuse, even if they so felt disposed ; and
on the day fixed, the chiefs and all the men of war of the
refractory clan arrived in a body at the village of their
mortal foes (the Martens), where the council-lodge had been
built and made ready.

“They were led into the lodge, where the old men and
chiefs of the tribe had collected to receive them. The
Mous-o-neeg entered unarmed, and as their great numbers
gradually filled the lodge, the former inmates, as if through
courtesy, arose and went out to give them room. Kettles
full of cooked meat were brought in and placed before
them, and they were requested to eat, after the fatigues of



